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Deposition of TERRY ALAYNE ADIRIM, held at the

offices of:

McGavin, Boyce, Bardot, Thorsen, & Katz, PC

Pursuant to Notice/Pursuant to agreement,
before Adam Schuman, Notary Public in and for

the Commonwealth of Virginia.
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A PPEARANCES
ON BEHALF OF THE DEFENDANTS, IVAN RAIKLIN,
ESQUIRE AND AMERICA'S FUTURE, INC:
JOHN D. MCGAVIN, ESQUIRE

MCGAVIN, BOYCE, BARDOT, THORSEN & KATZ, P.C.

ON BEHALF OF THE PLAINTIFF, TERRY ADIRIM, M.D.:
KEVIN THOMAS CARROLL, ESQUIRE

MARK S. ZAID, P.C.

ALSO PRESENT:

Ivan Raiklin - Defendant

PLANET DEPOS
I | \WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Transcript of Terry Alayne Adirim
Conducted on August 12, 2026

CONTENTS
EXAMINATION OF TERRY ALAYNE ADIRIM
By Mr. McGavin

By Mr. Carroll

EXHIBTITS
(Attached to transcript)
DEPOSITION EXHIBIT

Adirim 1 First Amended Complaint

Adirim 2 Department of Defense Directive

Subject: Assistant Secretary of
Defense for Health Affairs

Adirim 3 1/29/2021 Pfizer Non-

Interventional Study Concept Protocol

Adirim 4 Vaccine Information Fact Sheet

9/22/2021

Adirim 5 Unmasked: How Biden Health
Officials Purposely Turned a Blind
Eye Toward COVID-19 Vaccine Safety
Signals

Adirim 5A Spreadsheet

Adirim 6 Cumulative analysis of Post-

PAGE

123

PAGE

22

45

51

57

63

73

PLANET DEPOS

I | \V\WW.PLANETDEPOS.COM




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Transcript of Terry Alayne Adirim
Conducted on August 12, 2026

EXHIBITS - continued

Authorization Adverse Event Reports
- 2/28/2021

Adirim 7 9/8/2021 Memo From Assistant
Secretary of the Navy

Adirim 8 9/3/2021 Comirnaty Biologics
License Application

Adirim 9 9/14/2021 Memo Subject:
Mandatory Vaccination of Service
Members using the Pfizer-BioNTech
COVID-10 and Comiranty COVID-19
Vaccines

Adirim 10 Memo Replacing the 9/14/2021
Memo

Adirim 11 Release from Senator Johnson

and Senator Paul

Adirim 12 CDC Document Reporting Adverse

Vaccine Event

Adirim 13 Memo 5/7/2025

Adirim 14 Full Memo Replacing the
9/14/2021 Memo

Adirim 15 Action Memo for Terry Adirim

84

86

87

87

89

93

97

106

111

113

PLANET DEPOS

I | \V\WW.PLANETDEPOS.COM




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Transcript of Terry Alayne Adirim
Conducted on August 12, 2026

PROCEEDTINGS

COURT REPORTER: Before we proceed,
would counsel please state your appearance for
the record including whom you represent.

MR. CARROLL: Kevin Carroll for Terry
Adirim.

MR. McGAVIN: I'm John McGavin. I
represent Mr. Raiklin.

COURT REPORTER: Will the witness
please state your full name for the record.

THE WITNESS: Terry Adirim.

COURT REPORTER: And to confirm the
spelling of your name, is that T-E-R-R-Y, A-D-I-
R-I-M?

THE WITNESS: Yes, it 1is.

COURT REPORTER: Thank you, ma'am. Do
you solemnly swear or affirm under the penalties
of perjury that the testimony you shall give
will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing
but the truth?

THE WITNESS: Yes.

COURT REPORTER: All right.

PLANET DEPOS
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Whereupon,
TERRY ALAYNE ADIRIM,

being first duly sworn or affirmed to testify to
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the
truth, was examined and testified as follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE DEFENDANT
BY MR. McGAVIN:

Q. Good morning. Could you tell us your

full name, please.

A. Terry Adirim.

Q. What's your middle name?

A. Alayne.

Q. Pardon me?

A. Alayne. A-L-A-Y-N-E.

Q. What is your business address?
A. I don't have one.

Q. What's your home address?

A.

Q. Are you married?
A. Yes.
Q. What's your husband's name?

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM
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What is occupation?

By whom is he employed?

S O S ©

Q. You're soft spoken and I maybe don't
hear as well with the air conditioning. Would

you say that again please?

A.

Q. Thank you. How much education do you
have?

A. I have two master's degrees and a

medical doctorate.

Q. From what college did you graduate?

A My B.A. was from Brandeis University.

Q. Which medical school?

A University of Miami, Miller School of
Medicine.

Q. When did you graduate?

A. 1991.

Q. What's your date of birth?

PLANET DEPOS
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- -

Q. Are you taking any medication today
that may affect your ability to participate in
this meeting?

A. No.

Q. Where did you have your residency?

A. Children's Hospital of Philadelphia in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Q. What was the discipline?

Pediatrics.

When did you complete your residency?
1994.

Did you have a fellowship?

Yes.

What was the discipline?

L ORI S © 2 © B

Pediatric emergency medicine. I have
a second one as well.

Q. All right, what is that?

A. Primary care sports medicine at DeWitt
Army Community Hospital.

Q. Do you also have additional

educational degrees after that second

PLANET DEPOS
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fellowship?

A. I obtained my master's in public
health between third and fourth year medical
school at Harvard School of Public Health. And
then a master's in business administration with
a concentration in health care management from
the University of Massachusetts in Amherst in
2018.

0. 20187

A Mm-hmm.

Q. Is that a yes?

A Yes.

Q After completing your studies, did you
go to work in private practice, medical
practice?

A. My first job out of pediatric
emergency medicine fellowship was at Children's
National Medical Center here in Washington, D.C.
with a faculty appointment at the George
Washington University School of Medicine.

Q. Were you actively treating patients at

Children's Medical?

PLANET DEPOS
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A. Yes.

Q. Did you develop any subspecialty
within your discipline in treating children?

A. My subspecialty was pediatric
emergency medicine, which is the acute care of
children.

Q. How long did you stay in that position
at Children's Medical Center?

A. Just one point of correction. My
first year out of fellowship actually was at
Johns Hopkins Hospital. I spent a year there
and then was hired at Children's National and I

spent seven years there.

Q. Why did you leave that position?

A. Which position?

0. The one at Children's.

A. Because I was offered a position -- a

leadership position at another children's

hospital.
Q. Which one?
A. At St. Christopher's Hospital for

Children, Pennsylvania.

PLANET DEPOS
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12

Q. How long were you there?
A. I was there for two years.
Q. When you say a leadership position,

what was the position?

A. I was the associate director for
clinical operations.

Q. Were you actually treating patients or
was that an administrative position?

A. No, I was active clinically.

Q. That takes us to approximately what

year, your two years at St. Christopher's?

A. That was in 2006.
Q. Where did you go next?
A. I was awarded a fellowship from AAAS,

the science and technology policy fellowship,

back in Washington DC.

0. Was that a clinical assignment or a
position?

A. No.

Q. Was 1t a research project?

A. No. It was a fellowship, a policy

fellowship, and I was assigned to the Department

PLANET DEPOS
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13

of Homeland Security. I did moonlight
clinically.

Q. What was -- what were you doing in
terms of that fellowship day to day? 1In other
words, what policy were you studying or
researching or working on?

A. I was working on the pandemic
portfolio -- pandemic portfolio, pandemic
policy. I represented the Department of
Homeland Security in developing policies for
preparedness and response to a pandemic.

Q. When was it that you were doing that?

A. I did that 2006 to 2007.

Q. All right. Where did you go next?

A. I was hired by that same office as a
medical officer to continue the same work on
pandemic preparedness.

Q. Did you have a clinical role?

A. Not at the Department of Homeland
Security, but I did work clinically in an
emergency department.

Q. Which emergency department?

PLANET DEPOS
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A. In the pediatric emergency department
at Shady Grove Adventist Hospital for a company
called Montgomery Emergency Physicians.

Q. How long did you stay at the
Department of Homeland Security?

A. I was there as a federal employee from
2007 to 2010.

Q. Then where did you go?

A. I was hired by the Department of
Health and Human Services, the Health Resources
Services Administration.

Q. To do what?

A. To establish and lead the Office of
Special Health Affairs.

Q. What is the Office of Special Health

Affairs?
A. It was within the Office of the
Administrator and it oversaw policy issues. It

oversaw five offices, policy areas.
Q. So, 1s it correct to say that that is
a public policy position that you had at DHS?

A. Yes, and then I was also asked, less

PLANET DEPOS
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than a year after starting there, to also
undertake an evidence-based policy initiative
and establish that program.

Q. Policy initiative for what?

A. Maternal Infant Early Childhood Home
Visiting Program.

Q. Say that again slower.

A. The Maternal Infant Early Childhood

Home Visiting Program.

Q. Okay. How long did you stay at DHS?
A. That's HHS, and I was there from 2010
to 2014.

Q. Why did you leave?
A. Because I was offered a position back
in academic medicine in 2014.

Q. Where did you go?

A. Back to St. Christopher's Hospital for
Children.
Q. You said that's in Pennsylvania.

Where is it?
A. Yes, Philadelphia.

Q. Philly? And how long did you keep

PLANET DEPOS
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16

that position?

A. I was there until 2016.

Q. Was that a clinical position?

A. Yes.

Q. What type of medicine were you
practicing?

A. Pediatric emergency medicine.

Q. Where did you go next?

A. I was hired by the Department of

Defense as the deputy assistant secretary of

defense for Health Services Policy and

Oversight.
Q. When was that?
A. 2016.
Q. What was it about your background that

prepared you to work at DOD? In other words,
your pediatric training and clinical work.

A. I had additional certifications in
quality and patient safety. I also spent those
two years finishing up my master's degree in
business administration and health care

management. I held leadership positions as

PLANET DEPOS
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department director and so on, so, and I also
had policy experience. So, those were the two
things that made me qualified to be what was
essentially the chief medical officer of the

military health system.

Q. How long did you stay in that
position?

A. I was there until 2020.

Q. Then where did you go?

A. I was hired by a medical school as the

first senior associate dean for clinical
affairs, professor of pediatrics, and director,
not director, I was the department director of
the clinical sciences department.

Q. What medical school?

A. The Schmidt College of Medicine at
Florida Atlantic University.

Q. How long did you have that position?

A. I was there for a year.

Q. Why did you leave?

A. Because I was offered a position in

the Biden administration.

PLANET DEPOS
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0. What position was that?
A. The position as the principal deputy

assistant secretary of defense for Health

Affairs, serving as the assistant secretary of

defense.

Q. Who was the secretary of defense at
that time?

A. Lloyd Austin.

Q. Was this an appointment, a political
appointment?

A. It was a political appointment, yes.

Q. Did you have any expectation that a

political appointment in the Biden

administration would survive a change in

administration?

A. I'm not sure I understand the
question.

0. In other words, when the

administration changes from Biden to Trump, did
you have some expectation that that position
would remain?

A. No.

PLANET DEPOS
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0. In other words, you understood that
when administrations change, appointed
individuals likely change.

A. Yes, of course. Yes.

0. So, that takes us, I assume, to the
events that give rise to this litigation here.
You were in that position under Secretary Austin

when the pandemic occurred.

A. Yes.

Q. Is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. And so, when were you last employed?

A. Last employed in 2023 by the
Department of Veterans Affairs.

Q. Were you not employed by the CIA?

A. Oh, I'm sorry, the CIA. Yes, the CIA

in 2024 December to beginning of April 2025.

Q. Was that a political appointment?

A. No.

Q. Why did you leave the DoD?

A. I left DoD because I was asked by the

administration to go to the Department of

PLANET DEPOS
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Veterans Affairs to oversee their electronic

health record modernization effort.

0. Which administration asked you to do
that?

A. The Biden administration.

0. When the Trump administration started

the transition in 2020, I guess it was 2019, he
was elected in 2019, correct?

A. He was elected in 2020.

Q. But he was sworn in in 2020.

MR. McGAVIN: He was sworn in in 2017.

A. In January of 2017. I was a career
civil servant senior executive at the Department
of Defense.

0. Right. $So, Biden's term was what,
2020 to 20247

A. January 2021 to --

Q. January 2025 when Trump was sworn in.
So, what was your understanding of your position
at the CIA?

A. That it was an executive -- career

executive position they call it. Instead of

PLANET DEPOS
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SES, i1t was an SIS position.

Q. What was the longest amount of time
you stayed at any position prior to taking the
Jjob at the CIA?

A. Seven years.

Q. And that was back when you were in a
clinical practice after you came out of your
training. Is that right?

A. Academic clinical medicine, yes.

Q. After that, as you were working your

way through various positions, you stayed

anywhere from one year to four years. Is that
right?

A. Correct, yes.

Q. What was your anticipation of how long

you were going to stay at the CIA?

A. I don't recall anticipating, but it
was a career position. So, I anticipated being
there at least five years. That was my
contract.

Q. Well, did you have contracts before

that that were for longer than one year?

PLANET DEPOS
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A. I didn't have contracts in previous
positions, that was the first time.

0. You're claiming that the statements
made by Mr. Raiklin in 2024, before you took the
job at the CIA, are preventing you from finding
employment now. Is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. Why do you say that?

A. Because he tweeted to the incoming CIA
director that I had joined the CIA in December
of 2025 -- 2024, I'm sorry.

Q. This is -- I'm going to show you
what's going to be marked as Exhibit 1. This is
the amended complaint. Have you seen this
document before?

A. Yes.

Q. You understand, if you turn to page
23, that this lawsuit revolves around three

statements that were made during the Roseanne

Barr podcast. Do you understand that?
A. I'm sorry, what are you asking?
Q. Do you understand that the lawsuit

PLANET DEPOS
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that you filed, which is the subject of our
discussion here, is related to the October 3,
2024 podcast?

A. That's one piece, yes.

Q. Well, is there some other piece I'm
missing? This 1s a defamation case.

A. I get it, but there was continuing
defamatory social media activity after that.

Q. That's not part of this lawsuit.

MR. CARROLL: I understand what he's
saying. We have a variety of claims. The
claims that survived the motion to dismiss
include the statements about genocide and
mutilation.

Q. So, you understand what we're here
about today is paragraph 78, there's three
statements. One, that you signed a memo
institutionalizing the illegal vax mandate on
the DoD. Two, that you are criminally liable
and will face consequences for genocide and for
mutilation. And three, that you'll be convicted

of genocide and mass mutilation at the very

PLANET DEPOS
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least. That's what we're here about.
A. Yes.
0. That's what's left in this lawsuit.
A. Correct.
0. All right. So, in regard to the loss

of the job at the CIA, how do you say that those
three statements caused you to lose your job at
the CIA?

A. That was October. I was in the
process of onboarding during that time and was
made the offer around that time. The election
happened, and I started in December.

Q. I understand that. But why did these
statements in October cause you to lose your Jjob
in April?

A. There was a tweet where Mr. Raiklin
tagged the incoming CIA director that stated
that, and I don't remember the exact words, but
announced that I had taken a position at the
CIA.

Q. Well, that -- do you want to show me

where that exact statement is in this lawsuit,

PLANET DEPOS
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because that's not part of the defamation case.
So, 1n paragraph 40 it says, "Is the architect

of the illegal DOD-CCP-19-JAB-genocide mandate,

Terry Adirim" -- is that how you say it, Adirim?
A. Adirim.
Q. Adirim -- burrowing in at the CIA.

So, that was the question, correct?

A. Yes.

Q. But that's not part of your cause of
action. Do you understand that? That's just
part of this lawsuit.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. So, how can -- how can you say that
these three statements that are in count 3 of
the defamation claim caused you to lose your job
in April of 20257

A. They're defamatory statements, and
your client then tagged the incoming CIA
director about my arrival. So, it's all part of
the whole thing.

Q. Well, do you contend that what's said

in paragraph 40 is defamatory?

PLANET DEPOS
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A. It is defamatory, yes.

Q. What's defamatory about that paragraph
407

A. I am not the architect. It's not
illegal. And was not illegal, and calling it a
JAB-genocide mandate.

Q. But you didn't sue for that.

A. I sued for the defamation, yes.

Q. Yeah, and those three statements are
what I just read to you in paragraph 78.

A. Right. ©None of them are true, and
they're defamatory.

Q. I know, but you're saying that you
were terminated because of the tweet, but you
have not filed a defamation claim alleging that
that statement caused you to lose your job --
that these statements in paragraph 78 caused you
to lose your 7job.

MR. CARROLL: He's making a legal

argument.
A. Yeah.
Q. It doesn't say that you lost your job

PLANET DEPOS
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because of the defamatory -- it says you lost
your job --
A. Because of the defamatory statements.

Q. Well, let me finish the question, all

A. Apologies.

Q. This lawsuit says as a result of these
statements you lost your job at the CIA -- as a
result of these statements in paragraph 78. So,
can you tell me how these three statements were
known at the CIA, and you lost your job in April
when you signed a contract with the CIA in
December, two months after the statements were
made?

A. I'm not sure how to answer that
question. They're defamatory statements that
were public that certainly people at the CIA can
see, especially since your client directed the
incoming CIA director to my being hired by the
CIA, so.

Q. Do you think it was a secret that you

were being hired by the CIA?

PLANET DEPOS
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A. Yes, actually.
Q. The director didn't know?
A. No, because he was an incoming

director. It was not known. I was told
specifically that although I was not a covert

employee, I was not to tell people but my

immediate family that I was working for the CIA.

So, no, it was not public.

Q. And I'm talking about the director of
the CIA. Did the director of the CIA know that
you were working at the CIA?

A. The previous director, prior to
Radcliffe, knew that I was working at the CIA.
John Radcliffe did not in December of 2024.

Q. No, I'm talking about when you were
terminated in April of '25. Did he know that
you were working at the CIA?

A. Yes, I assume so.

Q. Did he know about these statements
that were made on the Roseanne Barr podcast?

A. I don't know the answer to that.

Q. Okay. Radcliffe was a Trump

PLANET DEPOS
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appointment, right?

A. Yes, as far as I know.
Q. Who was the CIA director when you were
hired?

MR. CARROLL: Burns.

A. Yeah, Burns, William Burns.

Q. Okay.

A. William Burns.

Q. Now, since you left the CIA, you've

not been able to find any employment?

A. No.

Q. Have you tried to go back to a
clinical practice?

A. No.

Q. Why not?

A. Because it's been six years since I
practiced. When I joined the Biden
administration, I stopped practicing.

Q. Well, do you have a medical license?

A Yes, I do.

Q. Are you board certified in your field?

A

Yes, I am.
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Q. And you are today -- you'd be 657

A. No, I'm 63.

Q. 63, sorry. Excuse my math. So,
you're 63 today. Why can't you go back and do a
clinical practice in pediatric emergency
medicine?

A. I could, but that's not what I wanted
to do. That's not what I wanted to do in my
career. I've been a senior executive. I have
been a C-suite level executive. So, I did not
want to practice clinically.

Q. When did you make the determination
you did not want to ever go back to clinical
practice?

A. In 2020.

Q. Why did you make that decision?

A. At the time, the initial decision was
that I -- that being in the position that I was
in during the pandemic as the acting assistant
secretary of defense, I would not have the time
to moonlight clinically.

Q. Well, you could -- now, you could

PLANET DEPOS

I | \WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

Transcript of Terry Alayne Adirim
Conducted on August 12, 2026

31

easily go back to work in clinical practice,
couldn't you? You're licensed, you're board
certified.

A. I could if I like, perhaps, maybe, but
it would be a very difficult thing to do having

been that I haven't practiced in six years, so.

Q. What's changed in six years?

A. I have not practiced clinically in six
years.

Q. I understand that, but what's changed
that would make returning to clinical practice
so difficult?

A. It would be whether somebody would
hire me to do my specialty since I haven't
practiced in six years.

Q. Have you made any applications to seek
a clinical practice position?

A. No.

Q. What was your rate of compensation at
the CIA?

A. $215,000 per year.

Q. Is that the highest salary you've ever
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earned?
A. No.
Q. When did you earn your highest salary?
A. At Schmidt College of Medicine, FAU.
Q. Did you say, what is that, AU?
A. Florida Atlantic University.
Q. Oh. So, the acronym you're calling it

is AU or FAU?

A. FAU.
Q. Thank you. So, at FAU, what was your
salary?

A. $401,000.

Q. Why haven't you gone back to a college
position?

A. I have looked at positions such as
dean positions as well as faculty positions.

Q. Well, have you applied?

A. Yes, I have.

Q. What college or university or medical
school did you apply to?

A. There are several, I got recruited.

Most recently, it was a brand new medical school
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in North Carolina.
Q. What's the name of it? Did you accept

the position?

A. No.
Q. Why?
A. I didn't think it would be a good fit,

what their expectations were.

Q. You said you've been recruited by
several medical schools. Is that right?

A. Yes, schools of public health.

Q. Which ones? So, there's one in North
Carolina, you don't know the name.

A. I do know the name, I'd have to look
it up, I just don't remember. But I interviewed
for one in New Jersey.

Q. What school was that?

A. Oh, shit, I don't remember. I just
don't remember. I don't know.

Q. What was the salary they were
offering?

A. When you're going through the

interview process, they don't have the salary.
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They might have had a range, but I don't recall.

Q. So, what about the North Carolina
school, do you have any idea of the range of
that one?

A. No, I don't recall.

Q. So, we've talked about two medical
schools. I take it you, were you offered the

job in New Jersey?

A. No, no.

Q. Do you know why?

A. No.

Q. Okay. Where else -- you're not

claiming you refused or didn't get the job in
New Jersey because of the Roseanne Barr podcast,
are you?

A. No.

Q. Okay. What about the North Carolina
job? You're not claiming you didn't get that
job because of the Roseanne Barr podcast, are
you?

A. No. Not directly, no.

Q. Okay. Well, what other medical
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schools have you interviewed with or been
recruited by?

A. I just don't recall. I don't recall.

MR. CARROLL: It's in some of the

discovery materials, and we can circle back to
them.

A. Okay.

Q. So, are you making a lost wages claim

in this case?

A. Yes.

Q. How much is it?

A. I don't know how to answer that
question.

Q. Just what is it? I mean, what do you
say that you would be making but for this -- the

Roseanne Barr podcast?

A. If I was still at the CIA, I'd be
making $215,000.

Q. Well, you're saying you can't find
another job with your extraordinary credentials
and background and experience earning $215,0007?

A. Yes.
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Q. So, don't you think in a clinical
practice you could make more than $200,0007?

A. I could.

Q. In fact, a lot more, right?

A. Maybe. It's pediatrics.

Q. Well, there's not many people with
your both academic and professional background.
Would you agree?

A. Yes.

Q. How many applications have you made
for employment?

A. I believe over 60.

Q. What were the jobs that you were
seeking?

A. They were leadership positions within
health, healthcare-related organizations, such
as chief medical officer. T here were in
academia, dean, and vice dean positions.

Q. Well, can you name -- can you tell me
any position that you did not receive as a
result of the Roseanne Barr podcast of October

3, 20247
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A. They would not tell you. That's not
something that hiring officials would tell you
or direct results.

Q. So, you don't have any direct
knowledge that any position was not given to you
as a result of a podcast of October 3, 202472

A. That's absurd. They would never tell
you that. But there was relentless social media
negativity, and as you may be aware,
organizations don't want to have to deal with
that kind of violent rhetoric.

Q. The Roseanne Barr podcast of October
3, 2024, do you know what the audience was for
that?

A. No.

Q. You're saying that other things have
been said after that that are affecting your
ability to gain employment, correct?

A. Yes.

Q. But those are not part of this
lawsuit. Do you understand that?

A. I don't.
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Q. Well, you've sued my client because he
made the three statements that I referenced in
paragraph 78, and you say that those are false

and discriminatory.

A. Discriminatory?

Q. Thank you for correcting me.
A. Sorry.

Q. I misspoke.

A. That's okay.

Q. It won't be the first. So, the
question then is, how do those three statements,
in your view, prevent you from gainful
employment?

A. It is representative of the violent
rhetoric that is out on social media about me
tagging individuals. That's -- it's the whole
thing. 1It's not just that one thing that was
amplified on social media.

Q. Well, what are the specific statements
and who made them on social media?

A. Your client claimed that I did illegal

things, that I caused the deaths of service
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members.

Q. Well, I'm asking you specifically what
was the date and the distribution of a statement
by my client that you're claiming caused your

inability to be employed at 60 different --

A. We have examples of those.
Q. You have examples, but other than
what's in this lawsuit, what are you -- you're

talking about other statements that he's made?

A. Yeah, there's other statements that
are part of the lawsuit. It's not just that one
Roseanne Barr episode that was amplified on
social media. There are other tweets and social
media with defamatory --

Q. Do you want to -- do you want to show
me where those are in paragraph --

A. Sure.

Q. -—- or in Exhibit 17?

MR. CARROLL: Paragraphs 53 through --

Q. But those are not the defamatory

statements which are at issue in this case. Do

you understand that?
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A. They are relentless harassment on

social media.

Q. You did not sue for relentless
harassment.

A. No, I know what I sued for.

Q. Defamation, three statements at

paragraph 78, right?

A. Yeah.

Q. Okay. So, your lost wages claim then
is $210,000 per year for five years. Is that
your statement?

A. $215,000.

Q. $215,000.

MR. CARROLL: There's an expert
report.
MR. McGAVIN: Well, I understand your

comment, Counsel.

Q. Have you read this expert report?
A. Yes.
Q. Well, he's not a vocational counselor,

that gentleman, is he? Have you worked with a

vocational counselor in this case, somebody to
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help you find a job?

A. No.

Q. And do you really want to go back to
work?

A. Yes, I do.

Q. What is it exactly that you want to
do?

A. I want to have a position such as
chief medical officer of an organization, health
care organization or academic institution, or
other leadership roles.

Q. What is it that you are doing
currently to achieve such a position?

A. I'm doing a number of things. I've
written two books in the last couple of years.
I continue to maintain my academic affiliation
with the Uniformed Services University of the
Health Sciences and continue to do research and
publish. I've just been offered an appointment
at the GW School of Public Health, and I'll be
teaching a leadership course this fall. I

network, because at that level, it's not a
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matter of applying, but it's a matter of
networking amongst professionals and leadership.
So, I belong to a number of organizations in
order to facilitate those kinds of
introductions.

Q. What are the two books you've written?

A. One that was published last year,
2025. 1It's a textbook that I edited and wrote

several chapters called Digital Health, AI, and

Generative ATI.

Q. You speak faster than I listen.

A. Sorry.

Q. I'm trying to take notes. So, could
you slow down?

A. I could do that. Digital Health, AI,
and Generative AI in Healthcare, a Concise
Practical Guide for Clinicians.

Q. Is this a book that's available for
sale?

A. Yes, it is.

Q. How many copies have you sold?

A. I don't know the answer to that.
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Is that a profitable venture for you?
No, it is not.

Is it a money-losing venture?

i Ol ©

I wouldn't call it money-losing, but
it's an academic textbook and you don't usually
make money off those.

Q. What was the other book?

A. The other book was released yesterday,

called The Prepared Patient.

Q. Say that again. The Prepared --

A. The Prepared Patient, Your Guide to
Surviving the Healthcare System, by Johns
Hopkins University Press.

Q. And that was just released?

A. Yesterday, yes.

Q. Okay. And then you said you've been
offered an appointment at public health?

A. Yes, GW School of Public Health, but
it is not a full-time employment.

Q. Part-time?

A. Part-time, to teach one class.

Q. Do you get compensated?
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A. A small compensation, yes.
Q. How much?
A. Somewhere in the range of about
$5,000.
Q. And then there was something about a

uniform, something. You were speaking so fast I
didn't quite catch it.

A. I have an appointment as clinical
professor at the Uniformed Services University

of the Health Sciences. It's DoD's medical

school.
Q. What's the rate of compensation?
A. There's no compensation. It's just an

academic appointment.

Q. Academic appointments don't have
compensation?

A. Not if you're -- I'm not an employee,
no.

Q. And then there was a fourth item that

I just couldn't keep up with. What was the last
item you said you're doing? There's the two

books, the clinical uniform university
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appointment at public health. Is there a fourth
item?

A. I'm also on some national committees,
some of which is a tiny amount of compensation.
I do, for the PCORI, I do reviews of grant
proposals as a scientific reviewer.

Q. Okay.

A. And I've done a little bit of

consulting.
Q. Do you mean expert witness work?
A. No, no.
Q. Have you ever served as an expert

witness in litigation?

A. Not a paid one, no.

Q. Unpaid.

A. Yes, once about 30 years ago.

Q. Okay. We've got some additional

exhibits I want to show you. This will be
marked as Exhibit 2. Yeah, would you just --

MR. McGAVIN: Court Reporter, are you
going to mark these as we go along?

COURT REPORTER: Yeah, do you want me
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to mark them first or do you want me to mark
them after?

MR. McGAVIN: Mark them first so we
don't lose track. Doctor, would you mind
passing that to the gentleman so he can mark it?

COURT REPORTER: Do you want me to do
the first 1 now?

MR. McGAVIN: Yes. Do you mind
passing over the lawsuit there, Doctor, so he
can mark it? You're not going to get those back
because they're going to be marked. You'll have
to share. Well, he can pass them back if he has
the marked ones. It's just -- just review the
ones that are marked, if you would, please. He
can look at the unmarked versions. Okay.

Q. This is Exhibit 2. Are you familiar
with this document?

A. Yes.

Q. For the record, it's the Department of
Defense Directive, September 30, 2013, and it's
the -- well, you tell me what this is, you're

familiar with it.
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A. This is the department policy called
the Directive for the Office of the Assistant
Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs.

Q. Do you understand that this was
covering your role at the DoD and Department of
Army?

A. At the Department of Defense, not the
Department of Army.

Q. Okay. Is there a similar document for
the Department of the Army?

A. They are separate departments. The
Office directs Office of the Assistant Secretary
of Defense for Health Affairs within the Office
of the Secretary.

Q. What responsibilities did you have
regarding service member safety and health
effective August, September 20217

A. I don't know if this -- just as an
aside, this document was updated after 2013.
This may not be the latest version.

Q. Okay. Do you recall the question?

What responsibilities did you have for the

PLANET DEPOS
I | \WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

Transcript of Terry Alayne Adirim
Conducted on August 12, 2026

48

health and safety and welfare of service members
in August and September 202172

A. I had the responsibility for
overseeing policy development and oversight of

the health care delivery as well as Force Health

Protection.
Q. Did you ever serve in the military?
A. No.

Q. Did your duties include health
surveillance and comprehensive health

surveillance for the active duty military?

A. I oversaw that, yes.
Q. What does that mean?
A. That means that in the oversight role

to follow -- to follow the health and well-being
of the troops.
Q. If your attorney is writing notes to
you, that's going to be a problem.
A. No, he's not. It's not --
MR. CARROLL: That's not a note to
her.

A. I can't even see it, so.
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Q.
was doing.

A.

But you were looking over at what he

I didn't know he was writing notes.

MR. CARROLL: I wrote comprehensive

health surveillance.

A.

Q.

That's one of the functions.

I understand that, but I'm just

letting her understand. She has to answer to

the best of her ability, I'm sure she will.

Okay,

A.

so when did the pandemic start?

Officially, technically, it was in

March of 2020.

Q. What does that mean, officially,
technically?
A. Well, it would be declared a public

health emergency and a pandemic in the United

States and also by the World Health

Organization.

Q.

A
Q.
A

In March of 20207
Yes.
At that time, where were you employed?

I was at the Schmidt College of
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Medicine at Atlantic University in South
Florida.

Q. Okay. When did you leave that
position?

A. I left that position in January of
2021.

Q. Why did you leave that position in
January of 202172

A. Because I was offered a position in
the Biden administration.

Q. Why did you take that position?

A. Because I felt -- I've always --
public service is one of the most honorable
things that anybody can do. We were in the
middle of a pandemic, and I felt with my
background and expertise and experience that I
wanted to serve the military and the country

during a pretty bad time.

Q. Which department were you hired for?
A By the Biden administration?

Q. Yes.

A The Department of Defense.
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Q. You were DoD, but were you also
Department of the Army or just DoD?

A. No, just DoD.

Q. How does that work in terms of -- 1is
the Department of the Army underneath the DoD?
Is that how that works?

A. Yes.

Q. So, policy from the DoD would direct

the Department of Army?

A. Yes.
Q. So, I'm going to show you what we're
going to mark as Exhibit -- excuse me for a

second. Sorry. I'm going to show you what's
been marked as Exhibit 2, or Exhibit 3.

COURT REPORTER: Do you want me to
mark it first?

MR. McGAVIN: Yes, please.

Q. Do you recognize this document,
Exhibit 37?
A. No, I do not.

Q. This is labeled -- if you could get

your copy, sorry about that. It's a January 29,
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2021 document from Pfizer labeled Non-
Interventional Study Concept Protocol. You've
never seen this before?

A. No, I have not.

Q. Okay. As part of your job in
surveillance, how does that involve any study or
evaluation of the risk of the vaccines that were
being developed for the coronavirus pandemic?

A. In general, the Department of Defense
does not do pharmaceutical company studies.
They work with, they may fund studies. But in
my position overseeing the military health
system, I would not be involved in doing the
studies or participating in the studies.

Q. Would you review the studies?

A. I would not be reviewing the studies,
but if there was information coming from the
studies, I could be briefed about that.

Q. Were you worried about the potential
side effects of the coronavirus vaccines that
were being developed?

A. When I arrived there or before? At
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what time?
Q. When you arrived at the DoD.
A. Soon after, yes.

Q. What was it that brought that to your
attention?

A. I met with a group of doctors from
Walter Reed Hospital that expressed concerns

about a small number of service members who had

myocarditis.
Q. What's myocarditis?
A. It's inflammation of the muscle tissue

of the heart.

Q. When was that that you met with a
small group of doctors from Walter Reed?

A. Yeah, I don't remember the exact
timing, but it was in the spring of 2021.

Q. What was their concern?

A. Their concern was that the group of
service members had developed this condition. I
believe there was a total of 23 service members
at the time that were diagnosed with

myocarditis.
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Q. Was that as a result of taking the
vaccine?
A. At the time it was reported to me, it

was not known what the cause was. It was being

investigated.

Q. Had those service members taken the
vaccine?

A. Yes.

Q. Were there two vaccines?

A. At the time, there were three

vaccines, or two of the similar type vaccines,
Pfizer, Moderna, the mRNA COVID vaccine, and
then there was the Johnson & Johnson vaccine at
the time under emergency use authorization.

Q. Okay, and I'll look at your notes.
So, isn't it true that Pfizer Comirnaty —-- how

do you say that?

A. Comirnaty.
Q. Comirnaty vaccine had FDA approval.
A. It had emergency use authorization

until a biological license application was

approved in August of 2021.
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Q. Did the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine have

emergency use authorization?

A. Yes.
Q. But not FDA approval?
A. It's a type of approval for emergency

use during public health emergencies.
Q. Isn't it true that it did not have

formal FDA approval?

A. It did not have a biological license
application approval.

Q. The Pfizer Comirnaty?

A. Comirnaty. I know nobody can
pronounce it, so it's okay.

Q. I can't even spell it. Comirnaty, you
know what I'm saying.

A. I do.

Q. I'll call it the Pfizer C wvaccine did
not have or had FDA approval. Isn't that right?

A. It did not have a biological license
application approval during the spring of 2021.
It was not until August of 2021.

Q. Your memo was in September of 2021.
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A. Correct.

Q. So, that was after the Pfizer C
vaccine received FDA approval, correct?

A. Correct, yes.

Q. The other vaccine from Pfizer, the
BioNTech, only had emergency use approval,
correct?

A. That's not another vaccine. It's the
same exact vaccine. The FDA issued a memo that

said that they were interchangeable. They were

the same.

Q. Interchangeable doesn't mean the same,
does 1it?

A. It is. It specifically said that

there's the same ingredients. And so, from an
efficacy and safety standpoint, they're the
same. Whenever a medication gets its BLA
approved, a company will come up with a name for
that particular product. But it's the same
product.

Q. Well, isn't it true after your

September 14, 2021 memo that you were informed
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that the mandate for the Pfizer BioNTech vaccine

was unlawful?

A. I was not.
Q. You never heard that?
A. No.

MR. McGAVIN: Let's mark this as the
next exhibit, please. This would be -- is this
number 4°7?

Q. I'm showing you Exhibit 4, which is
labeled Vaccine Information Fact Sheet for
Recipients and Caregivers and so forth, Revised

September 22, 2021. Have you seen this document

before?
A. Is this the FDA fact sheet?
Q. I believe so.
A. Because it says September -- yeah, I

have seen their official FDA FAQ document.

A. Have you seen this document?

Q. I don't know if this is the same
document at all.

A. Do you see the footnote, which says --

it's highlighted for you?
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A. Correct, yes, I've seen that
statement.
Q. Well, let me read it into the record,

if you would, please. The products are legally
distinct with certain differences that do not

impact safety or effectiveness. Do you see

that?
A. Yes.
Q. Do you agree with that statement?
A. Yes.
Q. So, isn't it true that the products

were legally distinct with certain differences,
although this statement says they do not impact
safety or effectiveness. Do you see that?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. Isn't that where the dispute
arose over whether requiring the -- or mandating
the use of the BioNTech vaccine occurred as
being unlawful?

A. It was never said to be unlawful,
number one, so I reject that notion. And second

of all, the FDA came out with a list of lot
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numbers of what were labeled the BioNTech
vaccine that were deemed exactly the same as the
Comirnaty lots, and therefore were lawful doses,
and this was tracked by the Defense Health
Agency.

Q. Okay. Tell me more about the meeting
that you had with the doctors from Walter Reed.

A. Well, it was five years ago, but what
I recall is that they were reporting to me and
members of my staff that they had noted a
signal. There were service members, young males
in their early 20s who had myocarditis. I do
recall them saying that it was after the second
dose and there were mild cases of myocarditis.

They also reported that they reported

it to the CDC and FDA and that they were working
with the CDC to determine whether or not there
was an excess number of cases of myocarditis to
determine whether or not there could be a
possibility of the vaccine being the cause.

Q. By September 2021, didn't you know

that the myocarditis was related to the vaccine?
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A. Yes.

Q. Okay. Notwithstanding that fact, you
recommended a mandate for the service members to
have the vaccines?

A. I made that recommendation to the
secretary who ordered it, vyes.

Q. Well, I understand you didn't have the
authority to order it, but as the chief medical

officer, you made that recommendation?

A. As the acting assistant secretary,
yes, I did.
Q. The acting assistant secretary as the

medical officer, right? I mean, your role was
as the medical officer.

A. No. My role was as the acting
assistant secretary of defense.

Q. What were your job duties regarding
medical care and supervision?

A. I oversaw the whole military health
system. I had that oversight role over health
services policy and oversight in 2016 to 2020,

but when I returned to the department, it was as
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the acting assistant secretary.

Q. Did you warn service members of the
risk of myocarditis?

A. Not me personally.

Q. Who did?

A. I don't have an answer to that.

Q. Did you undertake a study after your
meeting in the spring 2021 with the Walter Reed

doctors regarding the number of cases?

A. I did not personally, but our staff
did, and in fact, they published it a few months
later in the Journal of the American Medical
Association.

Q. Did you have any discussions with Dr.
Fauci about the risk of miscarriages for service
women who were pregnant based upon the --

A. I've never met Dr. Fauci.

Q. Well, have you ever spoken to him?

A. I've never spoken to him.

Q. Have you seen his recent text messages
about the issue of the —--

A. No, but I'm aware there were some text
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messages. I didn't read all the articles.

Q. What information did you have in
September of 2021 regarding the impact of
pregnant service women upon taking the shot?

A. I was aware at the time that there
hadn't been studies in pregnant women.

Q. Had not?

A. No, there were no studies at that time
in pregnant women, though there were women who
ended up getting pregnant during the randomized
controlled trials conducted by Pfizer and
Moderna in order to receive their biological
license application approval.

Q. Getting pregnant isn't the same thing
as having a reaction to the virus or the
vaccine, is it?

A. What I'm saying is that there was no
formal study in pregnant women at the time.
However, there was a little bit of knowledge
based on the fact that during these large
randomized controlled trials, women who

volunteered to be part of the study found out
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they were pregnant during the study. That's
all.

Q. Okay, all right. I'm going to ask you
to look at the next exhibit, please, which will
be Exhibit 5.

MR. McGAVIN: Is that right?

Q. This is Exhibit 5. It says, Unmasked
how Biden health officials purposely turned a
blind eye toward COVID-19 vaccine safety
signals. April 29, 2026 hearing. This is part
of the investigation by Senator Ron Johnson.
Are you familiar with this document?

A. I have not seen it before, but I'm

aware that this committee was doing some

investigation.

Q. Have you been interviewed by the
committee?

A. No.

Q. Have you been asked to come in and
testify?

A. No.

Q. Do you anticipate you will be asked to
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testify?
A. No. I have not anticipated that.
Q. Okay. Are you aware that there was

criticism of the original study of the risks of
the side effects of the coronavirus vaccines by
Dr. Marks?

A. I'm not aware of that.

Q. Are you aware that he found that the
algorithms that were used in the study -- in the
original studies were incorrect, and once they
were redone, the incidence of adverse side
effects from the vaccinations was much higher?

A. I'm not aware of that. TIf there was
concern by the FDA, they wouldn't have approved
it.

Q. What effort did you make to determine
the potential side effects of the vaccines prior
to issuing your September 2021 memo?

A. A person in the position that I was in
would be briefed by their staff and Force Health
Protection, just like I got briefed by the

physicians at Walter Reed. I did read those
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studies and trusted the regulatory agency that
made the decision about the safety and

effectiveness of the wvaccine.

Q. What were you told in the briefings?
A. I wanted to repeat what I was told.
Q. Sure.

A. Sure. So, I met with the physicians

from Walter Reed and they --

Q. I'm sorry, I think we covered that.

A. Okay.

Q. What about your staff? What were they
telling you about the --

A. I don't recall. I recall meeting with
them, but that was five years ago. I don't
remember.

Q. What was your understanding of the
risks of the coronavirus vaccines in August of
20217

A. My understanding is that the risk of
COVID far, far away, this very small number of
side effects due to the vaccine, that it was

causing disruption to our troops being able to
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perform their national security mission, and
that the disease itself was far worse than any
of the small number of mostly minor side
effects.

Q. So, what were the numbers of
individuals or service members who suffered
myocarditis from the time of implementation of
the vaccine until you issued your memo in

September of 20217

A. I was informed there were 23.
Q. During that entire time?
A. That was what was reported to me, and

what I can recall, yes.

Q. If they reported 23 in June, how many
more cases were there from -- or 23 cases in the
spring, how many more cases were there between

the spring and September of 20217

A. I don't know.

Q. You didn't investigate that?

A. It was not reported to me if there
were any more cases. I don't recall. I mean,

that was five years ago.
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Q. Well, you just assumed that 23 was it,
and that the vaccine was being administered
widely by September of 20217

A. No, I'm sure there were discussions
about if this was number one, whether or not the
vaccine was the cause of those cases of
myocarditis. The difference between the
vaccine-caused myocarditis, it was much more
mild, and those service members recovered,
versus a viral myocarditis that is much more
severe. So, that was one piece of it.

The second piece of it, I'm sure it
was being monitored, if there was anyone else,
but what was found was that it was after the
second dose, and then the policy became at some
point, I don't remember when, that a second dose
wouldn't be administered.

Those people who received a first dose
and had any issues could get a medical
exemption. I don't recall the details.

Q. So, are you -- you're saying that the

policy changed so the second dose was not
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required?

A. At some point, the federal officials,
regulatory agencies, determined that only one
dose was needed, and I don't remember when that
was, but it was at some point.

Q. Weren't you involved in that decision?

A. No, I was at DOD. I was not at HHS or
at the White House.

Q. But wouldn't you be following whatever
HHS was telling you in terms of your
recommendations to Secretary Austin?

A. Yes, absolutely.

Q. So, what was your understanding of why
the second dose was no longer recommended?

A. I don't recall. I don't recall. I
don't recall the timing. I don't recall what --

Q. Well, wasn't it because it had adverse
side effects?

A. No, no.

0. Then why --

A. I believe it was because it wasn't

considered necessary by the time that that
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policy was instituted.

Q. It just wasn't necessary?

A. That a second dose was not needed in
order to achieve immunity.

Q. Did you ever prepare a memo to that
effect to the secretary of Defense?

A. No. And I may be misremembering it.
It might have happened after, at some point,
after I left the Department.

Q. What was your understanding of the
risk of miscarriage for pregnant women who took
the second dose?

A. There was no report to that while I
was at DoD.

Q. So, did you know Rochelle Walensky?

A. I had been at meetings where she
attended, but I never met her or talked to her
one-on-one.

Q. How many service members were under
your, you know, within your supervision or
within your purview?

A. No service members outside of the
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Office of the Secretary where they were assigned
were under my purview. They were under the
purview of the military departments.

A. Right, but you were setting for the
Department of Defense policy, right?

A. Yes.

Q. So, how many service members were
affected by the policies that you recommended?

A. At the time, there were probably over
2 million service members, both active duty,
which was about 1.3 million, plus reserve.

Q. What was your understanding in
September of 2021 of the risks to pregnant women
for taking the medication?

A. There was no studies that had been
done in pregnant women.

Q. Were there any reports from any of the
clinicians of miscarriages related to the
administration of the COVID vaccine?

A. Not that I'm aware of. It would be
likely that if a woman was pregnant during that

-- if a service member was pregnant during that
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time that she could receive a medical exemption
until after her pregnancy. But I don't recall
specifically.

Q. In regard to this document, which
we've marked as Exhibit 5, did you ever review
this document?

A. No.

Q. Look at page 2, and in the second full
paragraph, it says, Quote, In other words, by
using a methodology that accounted for the
masking limitations, Dr. Szarfman, S-Z-A-R-F-M-
A-N, and Dr. DuMouchel, D-U-M-0-U-C-H-E-L,
uncovered approximately 25 statistically
significant safety signals for adverse events
associated with the COVID 19 vaccines that were
not previously detected by FDA current
methodology. Do you see that?

A. I see it.

Q. And that includes sudden cardiac
death, Bell's palsy, and pulmonary infarction.
Do you see that?

A. Yes.
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Q. Are you unaware of this information?
A. I don't know who these people are, and

I have no idea, you know, whether any of this is
accurate.

Q. It says specifically on March 26,
2021, Dr. Szarfman, who worked in the FDA's
Center for Drug Evaluation and Research, shared
this information. You're not aware of that?

A. No, I'm not.

Q. What did you do to try to figure out
whether this COVID vaccine was safe for the
service members?

A. I trusted the agency that does the
work, FDA, to make the recommendation for the

safety and efficacy of the vaccine.

Q. Is it correct you made no independent
investigation?
A. That would not be a role for the

assistant secretary of defense.
Q. Why don't we take a 5-minute break?
We've been going for a bit. I'll see if I can

narrow this a little bit to a couple of things I
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want to focus on.

[Off the record at 11:20 a.m.]
[On the record at 11:30 a.m.]
BY MR. McGAVIN:

Q. Back to Exhibit 5. Would you look at
page 2 of the summary? I want to show you what
we're going to mark as Exhibit 5A. If you look
at page 2, it references footnote 5. And this
document I've handed you is labeled Exhibit 5A
is the document referenced in that footnote.
This document appears to report the number of
sudden cardiac deaths. Have you seen these
statistics before?

A. No. And the problem with this
document is it doesn't say whether or not these
numbers are above what you would expect or, you
know, because a signal just means, oh, we've
seen these things happen. But it doesn't tell
you whether or not there's any cause. It's not
causative, right? So, what happens is a signal
is seen, and then you need to investigate all

those cases to determine whether or not what's
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being studied, whether it's a vaccine or
anything else, was the cause of that particular
issue because people do die of sudden cardiac
death.

There's nothing here about the age of
these people, whether they had pre-existing
conditions, whether or not there was any cause
due to the vaccine versus something else. So,
these are just numbers here. I don't know what
this means, so.

Q. Well, that may be so, but you've never
seen this document before.

A. No, I have not.

Q. So, you —-- you're -- back in March of
2021, you'd been at DoD for about how long?

A. My second time there, I was there

starting on January '21.

Q. 2021.
A. Correct.
Q. Yeah. So, you'd been there about two

months when this Dr. Szarfman began to discover

this issue about the methodology masking the

PLANET DEPOS
I | \WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

Transcript of Terry Alayne Adirim
Conducted on August 12, 2026

75

adverse effects, and that's when we get to this
document, which is Exhibit 5A, and you had no
knowledge of any of this.

A. I wouldn't have knowledge in my
position. I did not work for the FDA. This was
not part of my line of work.

Q. Wasn't rolling out the COVID vaccine
the most important part of your job in order to
meet your mandate of surveillance of the health
and safety of the service members?

A. Yes. Vaccination is a very important
part of Force Health Protection. We were in one
of the worst pandemics in 100 years. 96 service
members died from COVID and many thousands more
were hospitalized, got sick. It was a huge
disruption to the ability of the troops to
perform their mission sets. The impacts of
COVID far outweighed what were the reported
adverse events.

Q. What was the reported adverse events?
How many?

A. I can't tell you what the numbers
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were, but it was things like sore arms. As I
mentioned to you already, the small number of
cases of myocarditis that at the time it was
reported to me was under investigation for
whether or not the vaccine caused it or not,
though. That was the concern and why we were
working closely with the CDC and FDA.

Q. Well, if you were working so closely
with the FDA, why weren't you aware of the March
26th --

A. My staff was working with them.

Q. Well, wait a minute. When you say we,
doesn't that include you?

A. Not me personally. In my position, I
was overseeing a very large enterprise and I
would not be necessarily involved in the
discussions among staff, no.

Q. Well, I know you wouldn't necessarily,
but when you have a new vaccine that is coming
to the market so fast and you have doctors
raising concerns as early as March of 2021 of

the side effects, why didn't you get involved in
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investigating that before you issued your
recommendation to Secretary Austin?

A. Well, there's a couple of things that
I don't accept in the question. One, it was not
quote-unquote fast. This was a 30-year-old
technology that had been very well studied over
30 years, including a Nobel Prize being given
for this technology.

What was quick or what was expedited
during a very serious pandemic that caused
millions of deaths around the world and over a
million in this country was getting this
technology prepared to protect people from the
infection. So that's number one.

The second part of your question is
that somebody who is in the assistant secretary
of defense position, which is a policy position,
would not be expected to do research studies or
investigations.

Q. Well, if --
A. So, you would trust the regulatory

agency that would be involved with these
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particular studies and people like this, I don't
even know who this person is, in order to
determine the safety and efficacy of the
vaccine, which in turn, once that's determined,
we in the Department of Defense would recommend
that the vaccine be administered and then the
service departments would direct the wvaccine be
administered.

Q. So, how many service members dying as

a result of the COVID vaccine administration was

acceptable?
A. I'm not aware there were any.
Q. You don't think there were any?
A. No.
Q. Okay.
A. In fact, there's reports out of the

department, two of them, one in summer 2025, one

this past spring, do not report deaths. And

there's a study coming out from the department

that's under peer review that reports no deaths.
Q. So, Exhibit 5A says 29,233 sudden

cardiac deaths. You don't have any idea how
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that number was derived? You just dismiss it
and say there's none?

A. I reject the dismissal of it. What
I'm saying is that this is a document that has a
bunch of numbers here with no context. I don't
know what this 29,000 means. People die from
sudden cardiac death. There's nothing here
about whether or not the vaccine caused it. So,

I don't know what this 1is.

Q. Well, what is your understanding based
upon your role as director of policy at
Department of Defense in 2021 as to whether or
not there were any deaths as a result of
administration of the COVID vaccine?

A. There was no reported deaths when I
was there, no.

Q. Never? Not in four years?

A. I wasn't there four years. I was
there for a year.

Q. Pardon me?

A. I was there in 2021.

Q. You were there just one year?
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A. Correct.

Q. And did you feel that you were
qualified in eight months to make the
determination whether the COVID vaccine was safe
for the service members?

A. I was qualified to trust the agency --
the regulatory agency that told the nation that
it was safe and effective and that we had no

reports of deaths due to the vaccine, but we did

have reports of serious impacts of the
infectious disease, a novel virus, upon the
troops.

Q. Would you consider a miscarriage
caused by the COVID vaccine to be a death?

A. I don't understand the question.

Q. If a mother is carrying a child and
gets the second shot and then has a miscarriage,
obviously the baby dies, right?

A. Depending on where in the pregnancy.

Q. Yeah. So, you would agree that -- if
that occurred, that would be a death?

A. I would agree that if a woman has an
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early miscarriage, that that would be a fetal
demise.

Q. Yes. All right. Did you -- other
than relying upon staff and other agencies, did
you make any independent investigation of what
the side effects were from the COVID-19
vaccinations prior to issuing your memo in 20217

A. An assistant secretary of defense
would not be expected to do an independent
investigation, so no.

Q. Who establishes what the assistant
secretary of defense is supposed to do other
than you? You were the assistant secretary of
defense. Who -- why do you say that a person in
that position doesn't make that investigation
for such an important vaccine in the face of the
pandemic?

A. So, maybe I'm misunderstanding what
you mean by investigation. Do you mean did I go
to the lab? Did I crunch the numbers myself?
Like what is -- what do you mean by

investigation?
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Q. Like investigate what these adverse
side effects are that Dr. Szarfman or anyone at
the FDA was reporting, checking their
methodology, those things were all within your
capacity.

A. It might have been within my capacity,
but not within my responsibility and role.

Q. Who determined your role?

A. The Department Directive.

Q. And that included protecting the
safety and health of the service members, didn't
it?

A. Correct. And staff would do that
work, vyes.

Q. So, that wasn't part of your job?

A. My job was to oversee that work. I
would not independently go and do studies on my
own. Our department would do those studies,
which they did do. They monitored and tracked.

Q. I'm not asking you to do the study.
I'm just asking you to read the concerns and

have a clear understanding of the side effects.
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You didn't, did you?

A. Yes, I did.

Q. What were the side effects?

A. Sore arms. There was the myocarditis
that was reported to me. There were no deaths
that were reported while I was there.

Q. To you -- to you.

A. To me, yeah.

Q. Do you think that there were and just
weren't reported to you?

A. I don't know.

Q. Whatever did you try to -- did you
undertake to try to find out if people were
dying?

A. I wouldn't do that because there were
no reported deaths from the vaccine at all.

Q. Well, how would that --

A. there were studies that were
subsequently done where they were reporting
severe side effects, but those tended to be
vaccines that we didn't use here in the United

States.
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Q. Tended to be? What does that mean?

A. That means that the case reports, and
again, these are case reports, subsequently.
So, for example, the J&J vaccine, the Johnson &
Johnson vaccine, they reported blood clots and
things like that. We ended up -- the department
ended up taking that off the list of vaccines
that we --

Q. What department?

A The Department of Defense.
Q. So, that was being administered?
A That was offered during -- because it

was under EUA, so it was offered to people if
they wanted, it was not mandated. But the
department stopped offering it when there were
reports of those kind of serious side effects.
Q. Okay, all right. 1I'm going to show
you the next exhibit, Exhibit 6. This document
is labeled, Cumulative Analysis of Post-
Authorization Adverse Event Reports Received
Through 28 February 2021. Have you seen this

document?
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A. No, I haven't. It appears to be a
document --

Q. Well, if you haven't seen it, then --

A. I'm reading it right now because it's

confidential, so I would not have access to this
document on that date.

Q. Okay. This suggests at page 7, fatal
outcomes from the vaccine of 1,223. No
information on that?

A. I don't know which vaccine we're
talking about. Oh, I see.

Q. Page 7.

A. Yeah, I know, but you have to know
what they're talking about. I can't tell if
these are associated, where somebody got
vaccinated and then died, or whether or not it's
caused.

Q. Why did you leave the DOD after a
year?

A. I was recruited by the VA secretary to
take over the EHR modernization effort, which

was a priority of the administration during that
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time.

Q. Well, did you -- okay. The next
exhibit I want to show you is Exhibit 7. This
is a document labeled September 8, 2021, a memo
from the assistant secretary of the Navy. Are
you familiar with this document?

A. No, I'm not.

Q. Did you rely upon this document prior
to issuing your memo on or about September 24,
or September 14, 20217

A. No.

Q. Why was the secretary of the Navy
issuing vaccination guidance when you were the
acting undersecretary of the Department of
Defense? Why were they doing this and not you?

A. I can't answer that question. 1In
general, the secretary of defense gives
directives to the military departments. The
military departments then implement, and they do
implementing guidance or policies, and each
military department can issue policies based on

what the secretary directs. So, that's in
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general that happens, but I've not seen this
document before.

Q. Okay. So, next exhibit, Exhibit 8.
Have you seen this document before, dated
September 3, 20217

A. I don't know. I don't remember. It
was five years ago. I'd have to say I don't
think I've seen this before. But again, each
military department can issue guidance and
policies. Military medical departments can also

issue implementing guidance and policies.

Q. Okay. So, you've never seen it
before.
A. I've never seen it.

Q. Okay, Exhibit 9. Do you have a copy

there?
A. I don't have a copy.
Q. It takes us a minute. We have to get

them marked, and then we pass them to you.
Exhibit 9 is a September 14, 2021 memo or
directive or recommendation from you. Is that

correct?
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A. Yes.

Q. In this document, you make no
reference to any side effects or risks. 1Is that
correct?

A. That was not the point of the
memorandum.

Q. My question is correct. There's
nothing listed in this memo.

A. Not in this memorandum, no.

Q. Did you ever issue any such warning
regarding risks or side effects regarding the
COVID-19 vaccinations?

A. Those are done at the site of
administration using CDC and FDA-based guidance.

They have handouts that would list the adverse

effects.

Q. Okay. So, the answer is no, you do
not.

A. Yes. I'm just explaining to you how

it's done.
Q. Okay, but my question is pretty

simple. Did you?
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A. No, I did not.

Q. Thank you. All right. There you have
a copy for you, Doctor. It just takes us a
second, so just bear with us.

A. Okay.

Q. This is Exhibit 10. This is a
memorandum that is proposed to rescind and
replace the mandatory vaccination service
members document dated September 14, 2021. Have
you ever seen this document before?

A. I don't recall this. This doesn't
look like it was signed or dated, so I don't
know what this 1is.

Q. Okay. Well, we can get you a copy of
it. It was put out by Gilbert Cisneros?

A. Yes.

Q. C-I-S-N-E-R-0-S.

A. Yes, I know Gil Cisneros.

Q. So, somehow his signature line got cut
off in our copy, so.

MR. CARROLL: Do we know the date on

it?
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MR. McGAVIN: Maybe I can effort that.

I don't know. My colleague informs me it was
the following week, so September 21st.

MR. CARROLL: Okay, thanks.

MR. McGAVIN: You're welcome.

A. I believe that this was done so that
the Defense Health Agency could send the vials
with the, what's it called numbers, vials that
are the legal covered under the BLA could be
sent to where service members who refused the
Pfizer-BioNTech and said they preferred the
Comirnaty. This looks like some kind of

clarification, but I don't see a signature or

date, so I don't know if this was issued or not.

I'd 1like to talk to -- can I just take two
seconds to talk to --

Q. You're on the stand, so unless you
need a recess --

A. Oh, I'm sorry.

Q -—- you really --
A. Okay, fine.
Q

I'm sure your able counsel can help
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you clarify once I'm done with these questions.

A. Okay.

Q. I'm trying to work through as quickly
as I can.

A. Sure.

Q. This document seems to suggest that

the recommendation for the authorization for the
one that was only the emergency use would be an

unlawful act. Is that your understanding of any

discussion that was happening?

A. This appears to be a clarifying memo.
I don't see anywhere where it says that
something was unlawful. I don't see that in
here, but I may be skipping it.

Q. All right, I may be missing it too.

A. It looks like a clarifying memo.

Q. All right. Does it? Okay. Do you
have any knowledge of what this is supposed to
clarify?

A. I have to read it a little more
carefully because it's been five years.

Q. You've said that several times. We
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all know it's five years.

A. Right, but I'm just explaining why my
memory would not be precise because --

Q. Okay, but we all know it's five years.

A. Okay. It looks like it's clarifying
the issue of the same formulation and used
interchangeably, and that health care providers
-- military health system health care providers,
could use both the BioNTech vaccine as well as
the BLA combo now.

Q. Doesn't this confirm it's legally
distinct, these two vaccinations, these two

Pfizer vaccinations are legally distinct?

A. I don't see that in there, but --
Q. Okay.
A. -- what it does say is that if a

service member after medical counseling declines
administration of the EUA manufactured Pfizer
BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine but will accept a BLA
manufactured product, DOT health care providers
should engage with their logistics change to

secure and administer the BLA manufactured

PLANET DEPOS

I \WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

Transcript of Terry Alayne Adirim
Conducted on August 12, 2026 93

Pfizer BioNTech Comirnaty. I do recall that we
had discussions about ensuring that if somebody
declined the EUA vaccine, that the Defense
Health Agency, which I oversaw, would provide
those lot numbers that met the BLA. But, again,
I don't know if this was issued. It doesn't
have a date or a signature, so I don't know what
this is.

Q. Okay. I'm going to show you what

we'll mark as the next exhibit. What is the
number?
COURT REPORTER: Eleven.

Q. Eleven.

A. Okay.

Q. This is a release from Senator Johnson
and Senator Paul of initial text from Dr.
Fauci's government iPhone. Have you seen this?

A. No.

Q. You haven't read about this?

A. I read in the newspaper, whatever's in
the media.

Q. Well, Dr. Fauci wrote on page 3 of
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this document, I asked around, this is a quote,
I asked around a bit more and another issue came
up that you need to be aware of since many
people have significant cytokines --

A. Cytokine storm.

Q. -- cytokine storm and fever after the
second dose. This theoretically could be
associated with miscarriage in the first
trimester, and this is dated January 25, 2021.

A. I would expect these kind of
discussions happening. This is theoretical.

Q. Well, let me ask you. I just read it.
I didn't ask you a question.

A. Okay, sorry.

Q. So, why don't you wait for the
question?

A. I'll wait for the question.

Q. Thank you. So, are you aware of Dr.

Fauci's concerns about miscarriage in the first
trimester after the second dose?
A. Since I read it in the newspaper

yesterday or the day before whenever it came

PLANET DEPOS
I | \WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

Transcript of Terry Alayne Adirim
Conducted on August 12, 2026

95

out.

Q. Never had this information?

A. No.

Q. You never investigated that
possibility?

A. It's hard to investigate a negative
when I --

Q. The answer is you never did

investigate it.

A. No, I didn't because I wasn't aware of
it, so.

Q. You never spoke to Dr. Fauci?

A. Never met him. Never --

Q. Well, that's not what I asked. Did

you ever speak to him?

A. I never spoke to Dr. Fauci.

Q. Did you have e-mails from Dr. Fauci?

A. Never had an e-mail from Dr. Fauci.

Q. Did you ever have a text message?

A. Never had a text message with Dr.
Fauci.

Q. Can you explain why you in this
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position for the DOD wouldn't be included in
discussions with Dr. Fauci?

A. I was on committees with the White
House, but I don't recall that he was at those
meetings. And there was meetings that I took
with the deputy secretary of defense, but I do
not believe Dr. Fauci was at those meetings.
There were other representatives from the White

House and other federal agencies.

Q. Do you know who Sasha Ellington is?
A. No.
Q. Have you since discovered in any --

have you ever done any investigations since your
one year at DoD as to whether service members,
service women, were suffering miscarriages as a
result of the vaccine?

A. I read the two reports that came out
of the department, one from July of 2025, which
was a congressional report to Congress, as well
as March of 2026. Neither one described
miscarriages due to the vaccine.

There's also a report from my
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colleagues at the Uniformed Services University
that also does not describe miscarriages due to
the vaccine. And this is a systematic review,
which is considered a very high level of
evidence. So, no.

Q. Have you been following the testimony
before Senator Johnson or Senator Paul's
committee about the COVID vaccine and how this
was handled by Dr. Fauci?

A. No. I did watch the Dr. Fauci thing
from a couple weeks ago, but no, I have not.

Q. He pled the Fifth Amendment.

A. Yes, I saw that.

Q. Do you know why Dr. Fauci was granted
a pardon by President Biden?

A. I have no idea. I wouldn't know.

Q. Okay. I'm going to show you the next
document, which is 12. This is a CDC document
reporting vaccine adverse event. Are you
familiar with this document?

A. I'm not familiar with this document,

but I am familiar with VAERS, the Vaccine
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Adverse Event Reporting System.

Q. This reports COVID-19 vaccine adverse
events, 18,853. I'm checking with my colleague
here. What's the date on this? That's a
screenshot that I took on my iPad. Okay. So,
this, I'll represent to you this is October 30,
2021. Are you familiar with this reporting as
it existed in October of 20212

A. Not this specific document, but I am
aware of reports within the VAERS system.
They're not -- just one little correction --
they're not adverse events. They are events
that are associated with vaccination. So,
that's a difference.

Q. Why would they report an event that
was positive?

A. Anybody can report into VAERS. It is
not a causative -- it's not a system that
determines cause. It is a system where people
report in events around vaccination. For
example, somebody could leave their doctor's

office after getting vaccinated, get into a car
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accident, and be injured, and they could report
it into VAERS. An elderly person, 85 years old,
after getting vaccinated can die, but it doesn't
mean that they died from the COVID vaccine. It
just means that it was somehow temporally
related, but there's no cause that can be
discerned from this system.
Q. Who does the reporting?

A. Anybody could do the reporting.

Q. I could?
A. Yes, absolutely.
Q. So, the -- in terms of these 18,853

events reported, you have no knowledge of what
that means in terms of death, serious illness,
myocarditis, do you?

A. No.

Q. And during your tenure at DoD, you
never investigated what were these adverse
events. What --

A. That would not be our job, and this is
not a system that would give us information

about adverse events due to the wvaccine. It
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would not do that.

Q. If it's not your job, whose job is it?
A. CDC's.
Q. So, did you inquire of CDC about

adverse events?

A. That would have been reported by CDC

and FDA.
Q. My question is, did you inquire?
A Not based on this, no.
Q. Based upon anything?
A I would read the reports that are

valid reports that would determine whether the
vaccine is a cause of an adverse event. Those
studies were ongoing. There were multiple types

of systems that looked for those kind of

signals.
Q. So, that wasn't your responsibility?
A. These systems were not my
responsibility.
Q. I'm not talking about systems. I'm

talking about adverse events. Tracking and

investigating adverse events was not part of
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your scope. Is that right?

A. It is of the staff.
Q. I'm talking about you.
A. Not me, personally. I was the

assistant secretary.

Q. You've said that several times, and we
covered that when we went over your credentials.

A. Right, right.

Q. But I'm talking about you being
concerned about the safety and efficacy of these
vaccines for service members. Weren't you
looking into adverse events to try to determine
root cause?

A. I would not be doing that. That's not
my job. I would be briefed, I would read, and I
would speak to my colleagues at other agencies
and trust that the regulatory agency would do
that deep dive into whether the vaccine was safe
and effective.

Q. Okay. So, what did you do all day?

In other words, if we're rolling out this new

vaccine and the staff was doing all the
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investigation, what did you do in terms of
protecting the safety of the service members?

A. There was a lot, because there was a
lot.

Q. What did you do? Tell me what you
did.

A. I did a lot of things.

Q. What did you do?

MR. CARROLL: Let her answer.

A. Yeah. I went to meetings with the
deputy secretary. I went to meetings on a daily
basis with report outs from the White House.
There was more than just the vaccination. There
was all kinds of other Force Health Protection
issues regarding the pandemic that I oversaw.
So, that's -- I'm not sure what you're
specifically looking for. I didn't keep a log
of what I did every minute of the day, if that's
what you're asking.

Q. I didn't ask you about a log. I just
-- you seem to have no knowledge of adverse

events. You seem to have no knowledge of the
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potential for miscarriages. So, I'm trying to
understand in terms of adverse events from the
COVID vaccine, what were you doing on a daily
basis to determine if there were such events?

A. Well, first of all, I reject the
notion that I was not aware of adverse events.
I was fully aware. Did I personally do those
investigations? ©No. You read reports, you get
briefings, and you speak to your colleagues
across the federal interagency.

Q. Other than talking to people, what did
you do about it?

A. There wasn't -- what I did about it.
We developed policies to ensure that our troops
were protected and the COVID vaccine safe and
effective with mostly minor adverse events, very
minor, more serious events, and the coverage and
the benefits of the vaccine far outweighed the
small number of adverse events. This wvaccine
saved lives. There are studies that show
200,000 to 300,000 people during the pandemic

lives were saved because of this wvaccine.
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Q. Well, what is the small number of
adverse events? What's the total?

A. I don't =—- I can't off the top of my
head tell you.

Q. You said it's a small amount compared
to the adverse effect from the disease, but you
can't give me any statistics whether it was
500,000 or how many adverse events were
reported?

A. I don't have that at my fingertips.
It doesn't mean I wasn't aware at the time, but
I don't have that at my fingertips right now.

Q. Have you learned anything new since
you left the DoD about these adverse effects?

A. Sure. I learned that they were very
rare and that this was a life-saving vaccine.

Q. What was the percentage of rare?
That's a descriptive term. Rare meaning 10%,
20%? In other words, you're talking about a
risk-benefit analysis.

A. Mm-hmm, yes.

Q. So, how many deaths were acceptable to
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you in

your position at DoD from the vaccine,

from the adverse reaction?

A.

Q.

A.

There were no deaths reported.
Never?

During -- while I was at DoD, there

were no deaths reported in any service members

due to the vaccine.

Q. None that you know of?

A. None that I know of.

Q. And do you think your staff would tell
you that?

A. Absolutely.

Q. And what's the basis for you to say
that?

A. That's how things --

Q. If there was one death, do you think

that they would report that to you?

O ©)

Long?

Absolutely.

What about one miscarriage?

I don't know the answer to that.

Did you ever talk to Dr. Long, Theresa

Do you know who she is?
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A. I do now, yes.
Q. Did you know that she was in Texas

dealing with service members that were having
severe adverse reactions to the shot?

A. I was not aware of her.

Q. Excuse me, I cannot read my
colleague's handwriting.

A. Do you want to take a break? I'm
happy to do that if you need to talk.

Q. Oh, yeah. Okay, I'm corrected that
Dr. Long was in Alabama, not Texas.

A. Oh, okay.

Q. It wouldn't make any difference if it
was Alabama.

A. She was not in Washington, D.C.,
that's fine.

Q. Yeah, if she wasn't in Washington, you
wouldn't know about her. Is that right?

A. Not necessarily. I don't know.

Q. Okay. Next exhibit, May 7, 2025. This
is which exhibit?

COURT REPORTER: Thirteen.
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Q.

Thirteen. This document is a

memorandum for secretaries of the military

departments of May 7, 2025. Have you seen this

document?

A.

Q.

No.

It says, on January 27, 2025, the

President issued Reference A concerning the

Department of Defense's since rescinded

coronavirus COVID-19 vaccination mandate, which

was unlawful as implemented, and an unfair,

overbroad,

and completely unnecessary burden on

service members. Do you see that?

A.

(ORI Ol 2 ©)

I see it.

Are you aware of this memo?
No.

Never heard of it?

No.

And it was signed by Jules W. Hurst

III, performing the duties of the undersecretary

of Defense for Personnel and Readiness. Do you

know who that person is?

A.

No.
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Q. So, since you left, the implementation
was determined to be unlawful by DOD. Did you
know that?

A. No court or law found it to be
unlawful. They could say whatever they want,
that it's unlawful.

0. Well, you --

A. But it was not unlawful when it was
implemented.
Q. You could say it's lawful. That may

not be correct that you're correct. Don't you
agree?

A. It could be, except the Office of
General Counsel reviewed it and followed all the
statutes as outlined. The Department of Justice
reviewed it. So, there's no case where it was
found to be unlawful in a court of law.

Q. Okay. Well, if that's the test, until
somebody goes and litigates it, we won't know
what the courts think. But this gentleman, who
is performing the duties of the undersecretary

of Defense for Personnel and Readiness, has
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called this an unlawful implementation, and you

disagree.
A. I disagree.
Q. You say it was lawful.
A. Yes.
Q. He says it's unlawful.
A. Yeah.
Q. Okay.
A. Yes.
Q. So, there's a disagreement between two

undersecretaries of defense, right?

A. I wouldn't pose it that way. It was a
lawful mandate.

Q. You would agree that Mr. or Ms. Hearst
disagrees with you?

A. I have no idea who this person is, how
he could make this assertion, and based on what
he doesn't have anything in here that's a basis
for saying it was unlawful.

Q. Okay. You just -- you don't know
anything about this, in other words, and you

dismiss it out of hand, although you've never
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seen it, right?

A. I didn't read the whole thing, but
looking at that, it's not right.

Q. Pardon me?

A. I don't agree that it's right.

Q. Okay. Well, I didn't expect you to
agree, but I'm asking whether you're aware of
it.

A. No.

Q. Wouldn't you agree that your knowledge
of the impact of the COVID vaccine on service
members is quite limited, other than for you to
say it was significantly less than the potential
impact of the disease itself?

A. I would not say that, no. I reject
that notion.

Q. Could you be any more specific about
the number of adverse events that occurred?

A. I can't. I don't have that knowledge.
ay fingertips. 1I'd have to look it up.

Q. You don't even have a frame of

reference or an order of magnitude, do you?
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A. Yeah, I do. I have a paper that's
about to be published that gives the numbers of
adverse events.

Q. That's being published by Senator
Johnson's committee?

A. No. It's being published by Academics
at the Uniformed Services University of Health
Sciences.

Q. Do you know whether they've been
working closely with Senator Johnson or Senator
Paul?

A. I'm not aware that they are.

Q. All right. Let's go off the record,
please.

[Off the record at 12:15 p.m.]
[On the record at 12:28 p.m.]
BY MR. McGAVIN:

Q. Doctor, I talked to you earlier about
Exhibit 14, except we had the signature line cut
off. This is the same document, and I just
wanted to have into the record the complete

document, which is titled, Memorandum for Senior
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Pentagon Leadership, Subject, Mandatory
Vaccination of Service Members, and this
corresponds to Exhibit 10. I believe that's
right. And on the second page of Exhibit 14,
this talks about if a service member after
medical counseling declines administration of
the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19, but will accept
the BLA manufactured product, DoD health care
providers should engage with logistics change to
secure and administer that prior to any punitive
action being taken against the service member.
Was this implemented?

A. First of all, I don't see a date and a
signature on here, so I don't, you know, again,
I don't know if this was ever issued. Like you
have in Exhibit 13, it has a date and it has a
signature. This does not.

Q. Okay. Well, do you recognize this

document?
A. I recognize that in implementing this,
we did -- we did -- we were careful about

advising providers to counsel service members,
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and that if they didn't want the EUA-labeled
vaccine and preferred the licensed vaccine, that
the Defense Health Agency would make efforts to

get the vials that were under the license.

Q. Without punitive -- without punitive
action.
A. Yeah. But I would have nothing to do

with any punitive actions. That's the
responsibility and purview of the military
departments, not the Office of Health Affairs.

Q. Okay. Well, in any event, there was a
recognition they could do the other.

A. And we did. We sent vials that were
under the license to places where service
members, you know, insisted on the ones labeled
license versus that was labeled EUA.

Q. Okay, this is the next exhibit. What

number?
COURT REPORTER: Fifteen.
MR. McGAVIN: Thank you.
Q. I'm showing you what we've marked as

Exhibit 15. It's a 2-page document. It's an
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action memo for Terry Adirim, MD. Do you recall
receiving this?

A. I know you hate me saying this was
five years ago, but I don't remember specifics,
SO.

Q. I don't hate it. 1It's a fact we all
know.

A. I know, but I'm telling you I can't
remember it.

Q. It seems like -- to me, the reason I
mention that is it seems like a way to avoid the
question in my opinion. So, I understand that.
I don't -- you've said that several times. So,
just you testify to your knowledge, and we'll
deal with that.

A. All right. But I'm just saying I'm
not avoiding any of your questions, and that's
not my intent ever. It's to answer truthfully,
and I want to be careful not to say anything
that is not true. So, that's why I say it was
five years ago, and so, I don't specifically

remember this memorandum.
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Q. All right.

A. I also don't see a signature or date
on it. So, I don't know if it was ever issued
or not, so.

Q. Okay. Well, this has the same
discussion about the Department of Defense
health care providers should engage with their
logistics chain to secure and administer the
BLA-manufactured Pfizer-BioNTech C product prior
to any punitive action being taken against the
service provider. Was that the position of DoD?

A. You're talking about what's been
highlighted? I'm sorry.

Q. Yes. Was that the position of DoD
regarding service --

A. That was a recommendation by the
medical community -- the military medical
community.

Q. I'm asking you if DoD adopted that
recommendation.

A. As representatives of the medical

community, this would be something under our

PLANET DEPOS
I | \WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

Transcript of Terry Alayne Adirim
Conducted on August 12, 2026

116

purview, so I suppose the answer is yes.

Q. Okay.

A. All right. I'm not guessing.

Q. So, you don't know? You have to
answer the question yes or no? Is that a no,
you don't know?

A. It was the recommendation of the
military health system leadership to implement
that if any service member asked for the
licensed vial versus a EUA vial, that we would
make efforts to get that vaccine to where that
service member was sited.

I also seem to remember vaguely that
service members could get vaccinated outside of
the system. So, if a licensed vaccine was
available outside, they could do that too, so.

Q. My question is, was this the DoD
policy?

A. Again, this appears to be the policy
of the military health system.

Q. Aren't you the head of the military

health system?
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Yes, yes.

Okay. So, that would be DoD, correct?

S OB

Yes, yes.

Q. Okay. Turn to page 2. There's a
highlighted section. This appears to be a
comment by a staff person from the Pentagon. I
don't see a name. I see a phone number to the
effect of, quote, As the services have taken
action, possibly including adverse action, based
on a belief that the distinction is one without
meaningful difference, OSD retrenchment
signifying that the distinction does matter
would probably require significant remedial

actions. Did I read that correctly?

A. I see that that's what's written
there.

Q. So, I read it correctly?

A. I think so.

Q. So, 1if this was indeed the policy as

stated on page 1, and some service members
refused to get the EUA COVID vaccine and were

separated or terminated from the military,
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doesn't this E-mail indicate that if we change
our policy that it's going to require
significant remedial action for those service
members that were discharged?

A. The way policy coordination works in
the Department of Defense, when there is a
policy that is being implemented, the policy
goes through coordination to the military
medical departments and maybe beyond to the
military departments, and there could be a great
number of people that comment.

I've adjudicated that in the past, not
this one, but in other cases where there's been
hundreds of comments. You're pointing to one
comment that would likely have been adjudicated
by the legal community. I don't know. That's,
again, I probably shouldn't be making conjecture
here. But it's one comment out of what's likely
hundreds or thousands of comments.

Q. Well, let's just be clear. There was
a mandatory vaccination requirement for COVID,

correct?
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A. Yes.

Q. The mandatory vaccination said you
have to take the shot, and there was no option
to refuse the EUA vaccine, right?

A. No, that's not correct. There was no
option to refuse the licensed vaccine.

Q. Well, which is the licensed vaccine?

A. The one that had a biological license

application approved by the FDA.

Q. Tell me the name.

A. Comirnaty.

Q. C —-- Pfizer C.

A. Yes.

Q. So, the mandate did not include the

BioNTech vaccine?

A. No.

Q. And so, where the comment here talks
about probably requiring significant remedial
action, were service members terminated from the
service if they refused to take the EUA vaccine?

A. I would not know the answer to that

since that is under the service's purview.
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Q. Okay. Well, I didn't ask you whether
you would or would not know. Were they?

A. I don't know. I said I would not know
because that's under the purview of the military
departments, not under the Office of Health
Affairs.

Q. Well, you can learn many things, I
would think, that wouldn't be under your
purview. Wouldn't you agree?

A. I was not aware that at the time I was
there that service members were separated
because they were refusing the licensed vaccine
or EUA vaccine.

In fact, my recollection is that the
services bent over backwards to give service
members time to either become compliant with the
mandate or whatever else. They counseled them,
you know, had medical staff counsel them. The
Defense Health Agency ensured that they were --
the lots, vials that were under the license were
sent to where these service members were,

whether it was commands or military treatment

PLANET DEPOS
I | \WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

Transcript of Terry Alayne Adirim
Conducted on August 12, 2026 121

facilities.

So, they took great effort in making
sure that the service members who preferred or
demanded the licensed vaccine would have access
to that particular form of the vaccine. The
services don't want to separate service members.
They invest a lot of time and money. But if a
service member refuses a lawful order, then the
military departments, you know, would do
whatever it is they need to do.

Q. Were 8,500 service members removed
from the military for refusing the vaccine?

A. I don't know the number. I assume
that's correct.

Q. Did you ever go out to any of the
facilities where these vaccines were being
administered to speak to the service members?

A. I did go to Walter Reed a couple of

times while they were having vaccination

clinics.
Q. Twice?
A. I did it twice, yes.
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Q. How long were you there?
A. I don't know.
Q. Did you administer any vaccines?
A. No.
Q. Why?
A.

Because that's not my job.

Q. Did they have enough staff to
administer all the vaccines?

A. Absolutely, at that location. I don't
know anywhere else.

Q. Did you ever go out to any of the
service locations, whether they were in Florida
or Texas or anywhere around the country, to
monitor how the service members were doing the
vaccines?

A. No, that would be under the
responsibility of the surgeon generals of the
services.

Q. And so, where do you —-- you talk a lot
about what the responsibilities were, but your
overall responsibility was for the health and

safety of the service members, wasn't it?
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A. Absolutely.

Q. So, you did all that just from your
office, basically?

A. A large part in my position. I met
with some frequency with the services surgeon
generals and the DHA director where we had
discussions about issues related to all kinds of
things related to the pandemic.

Q. Okay. I don't have any other
questions for you. I want to thank you for your
time today.

MR. CARROLL: Can I ask two questions?
MR. McGAVIN: Yes. Do as you will.
EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR PLAINTIFF
BY MR. CARROLL:

Q. Doctor, who, if anyone advised you
that the vaccine mandate was legal?

A. There was multiple things. I worked
primarily through the associate general counsel
for Health Affairs as well as the Office of the
General Counsel.

Q. What, if anything, did you do to
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investigate adverse events with the wvaccine?

A. Well, first of all, I, you know, was
monitoring reports that would come out of the
CDC and in the medical literature. I met with
the Walter Reed staff on at least one occasion
but probably more than once to discuss the cases
of myocarditis that they picked up at Walter
Reed.

Q. That's all.

MR. McGAVIN: I have nothing further.
Let's go off the record.

COURT REPORTER: Before we go off the
record, 1s everyone going to order transcripts?

MR. McGAVIN: Yes.

COURT REPORTER: Do you want the
exhibits attached?

MR. McGAVIN: Yes.

COURT REPORTER: And then once they're
attached, do you want them shredded or sent
back?

MR. McGAVIN: Sent back.

COURT REPORTER: Okay.
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Whereupon the deposition was concluded.]

Off the record at 12:44 p.m.]
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CERTIFICATE OF COURT REPORTER - NOTARY PUBLIC
I, Adam Schuman, the officer before whom the

foregoing proceedings were taken, do hereby
certify that any witness(es) in the foregoing
proceedings were recorded by me and thereafter
reduced to typewriting by a qualified
transcriptionist; that said digital audio
recording of said proceedings are a true and
accurate record to the best of my knowledge,
skills, and ability; and that I am neither
counsel for, related to, nor employed by any of
the parties to this case and have no interest,

financial or otherwise, in its outcome.

Notary Registration No.: 7929796

My Commission Expires: 7/31/2029

Adam Sehaman

ADAM SCHUMAN, NOTARY PUBLIC,

FOR THE COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA
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CERTIFICATE OF TRANSCRIBER

I, Pamela A. Flutie, do hereby certify
that this transcript was prepared from the
digital audio recording of the foregoing
proceeding; that said transcript is a true and
accurate record of the proceedings to the best
of my knowledge, skills, and ability; and that I
am neither counsel for, related to, nor employed
by and of the parties to this case and have no
interest, financial or otherwise, in its

outcome.

Pamela A. Flutie
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